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.1. IHTRODUCTIOIT

h ir etill rrcry doubtful whcther aettlc-
rncnt gcogtaphy can offer any syuternatic
crnbodimerrt of analytical principlce, in
cxplaining the lawc of human behaviorrr
.and deoision-makingooncerning habita-
fioo. It ir tnrc that rettlcment Srogra-
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ABSTRACT: It catf be ortcnsibly said that . mere identification of forms and patternr in

rettlernent geography rhorlld not bc cosi&rcd muctr of an cnd in ieclf unless it opens uP

the avenues for further probe into the cutrtural prooess€t responsiblc for creatiom o( specific

formr and pattcrru. This paper attcmPts to cxtend the scope of settlcment geography

bcyond the limited objective of identifioation and classification into dre reabn of a,nalysis

of procesr and rcsporse and also to exaoine tlrc petiblc oF-shootr of the rtudy which can

tc telen up for mea,ningful scadcmic rcrcarch.

With the aforcraid objective, rooe ninc mouta. laated along thc rivcr Bidyadhari in

sundcrban, west Bengalr'havc becn chodFrr ar . casc. Apart frcn being r€pr$cntativc of

lhe genera! chrraetcr of sunderban, which ir Lnown for itr premature rcclamation and

conrqucnt problem riddcn econoray, therc rcttlcmentr also exhibit rcmc lpccial attributer

of changing locstionr of the fai of activiticr ar I rclilt of rhilting rivcr channetr, Ooodr

rnd vtte.rlogging. The villagcr rhow conriderabte variation in size and fom which vitb e

little ecedernic efiort ".r, b. rtplrincd in tcrmr of thcir physlcaf ccologicd rctting urd

hirtorT nf decloPmcot.

Of prrticulrr mcthodologicel rignificancc h Orc rnormorrr rcrvhc the cadastral mouul

nap.. catr rcnder in analpir of |ctucmcnt formr. The rhape and alignmcnt of Plotr and

lha patt mr thcrcin oficr highly eficctivo cluct to thc procer by which thc land rrvlE trD-

cls,incd end thc populetion rrnagod iell rpetially'

ono of the mrjor ofi-shob o{ tbir rtud, Ea, undoubtcdly ctrengthea thc ficld ol

iopon;ur,, Ahnot wcrt vill{c nr,mg oficiel or locrt, may EivG poc cluc to itl hiltorI

ia r nuuhcll.

The other m6t importrnt rrpcct rhich dircctly rclatcr itrcll to problcm-rolving anrl

ciel plenning ir the rcmertable depopuhtion of trto villrgs, Tambuldaha end Chunpuri

due to-the ingrcr of raline tidal water ovcr ro cltenrive tcrritory cauring muctr dirtrcr.

to not only thc diplrccd poputrtion but eb oScn'

phcrr with an cnvironmcntalirt vicrpoint
haw jurtifiably argued that a human rct'
tlanent contaiil all the refloctionr of th.
modc or modc! of cnvironmc,ntal pcrccp-

tio,n of a eommnnity occupying a Parti-
cular habitat and caru thcrcfore, bc rc-
gerded ar a snic.rocotm of thre pattarn o,
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natural reeource ut'lization by the group
concerned. A settlement, therefore, can
be conceived as an ecological niohe of a
particular group of people within a
broader habitat. It is probably from this
none-too-explicit assumption that settle-
ment geographers have often been drawn
towards the examination of forms, pat-
terns and types (Jones & Eyles, 1977')
of human sttlements hoping that the
epat:al arrangements in these would ulti-
mately provide clues to the actual pattern
of interaction between man and environ-
ment in specif:c terms. Unfortuna,tely
neither have forms, pattelns or t5pes
been deflncd without ambiguity, nor
have been there too many examples of
how the identification of specific forms,
t5rpes or patterns help us constTuct the
process by which modes of resources use

lcad to defirute habitational lay-outs.

1.1 Fotrr, Pattcrn and Typo

Irnspitc of the above shoytcoming, thene
haw beetr repeated attempts at ident:fica-
tion and classif'e-ation of forms, patterns
or t!4p6 of human eettlements by settle-
ment geographers. While such attempts
dhould be valued as the essential primary
*epe of any settlement study, they
rhould not be cons:dered as end-products
of rcsearch unless trhey ope,n up. avenues
for further probe into thc cultural pro-
cc$les responsible for the creaton of
rpecific forms and patterns.

However, the positive aspects of iden-
fficat'on and classification cif forms are
not altogcther missing. It is probably
Moser ( I 780) who was the first to lay
the foundation of analytical settlement
geogaphy as far back as the e:ghteenth
ccntury with the re$ltr of h;s field in-
vestigations about human settlernents in
northern Germann Moger's analytical
methodswere later greatly strengthened by
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Dahlmann (1840) and Hanssen (lBB0)
who from the r identif:cation of settle*
ment forms paved the way for revealing
the functional history of indiv:dual settle-
ments. It was frorn that juncture that
settlement morphology and toponymy
have got their rightful recognit:on as valid
systems of enquiry into human behaviour
and decislon-making (E:dt, 1976).

1.2 Forms and Functionr

Admitted that the present crop of geo-
graphers in India have not taken ad-
equate lessons frorn the indeavours of
Dahlmann and Hanssen, otre can cite a
Iarge number of exarnples showlng that
the do,rninant settlement forms of d:fier-
ent regiohs are functionally related to the
dominant spatial resource-process and the
dominant temporal cultural process acting
beh'nd the mode of resource uh'lization.
Over the plateau areas once forestcd and
devegetised largely after the Permanent
Settlement in response to incrcased re-
venue demand from lahd, the dominant
setttrernent form is linear. Over tle canal
irrgated bhabar landir, 'l:near forms
(Niu, 1977) predominate. Over the old
settled floodable plains away from the
riyers, large cornpact forms predominate.
&er the marshy lands and deserts settle-
ments are small a,nd dispersed . (Jones,
1969). Such associatr'ons between physio-
gaphic situations and settlemernt , form
have been treated as more phenomeno-
Iog:cal than functional. But in this paper
our endeavour w:ll be'towards establ'sh-
ing ttre functional linkages between settle-
ment forins and the spatial r€source:pfo-
cess achieved over time.

2. ST'NDERBA.N

With the aforesa:d objective some n:ne
mouzas located along the river Bidyadha.ri
in Sunderban, IVest Bengal, have been
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made i;te way into the'rn' it was difficult

for :t to drain out into the rivers acros$

the nattrral levees. It is not difficult to

assurne that repetition of such ptrocesses

would ultinately build up the interior

depressions to a level at par with their

peripheries as had happened in the case

of the mrore matrue sections of the Bengal

delta north of Sunderban' Unfortunately'
human intereenCilons midway put a stop

to the p;ocess and Smnderban reanrained

a minor with the responsibilities of axr

adult

chosen as a case' These village settll-

ments not only represent the overall

"fr"r".*" 
of Suderban but also have some

epecif:c attributes of tiheir own'

2.1 General C'baracter

The gederal character of Sunderban

Dresents the appearanc'e of a problem'

;;;;;" Jibiu"g such keY e3::
i"i",i"" as isolation' monoculture'.ealhity

of soil and' water, Proneness to 
-hazards

like ddal ingression, cyclones an{ {enre'-
;;;; of ,,Aa animals' all of which are

.""**""*s of the premahrre- reclama-

l; "i estuarine lands out of dense man-

*r*" foru",s by ernbankments and iungle

IiJ* much before these lands. were

;t1, ;; adequatelv bv rratutal riverine

;i-;; delta-building Processes' A

It "t ,"t;"* of the h;storical proces of

att"-""**nion of Sunderban lands for

revenue settlemeat' reclamation and 
1ul-

tivatton may be useful in order to under-

;;;;,h. g",,o^l Problems conhontinq

the area todaY'

2.2 Delta'Building Procec

Sunderban in its active ptraee of emerg-

ence hom a subaqueotrs environment

*.t "l"r."turised 
by myriad of tortuous

rvater courses - 
channels' cross-channels

and creeks flowing in divergent and

J"rgirrs direrctions in response to 
-tides

;;J J;, enirclinei innumcrable islands

o[ dificrent "izt 
t"i shape' Aa a lsylt of

t g""t"a coll'sions betrreen-the. siltladen

;r*lrr. and marinc waters flowing in op-

pooitc directions through theee channels'

tho. 't ""u frequent bank spills wh'ch

led 'to thc cleadon of natrrral lcvecs

;i; the periphery of the islands in. the

"i; 
of glrdlt" conta:ning wlthin them

uijtor, *.r".' like depressions' These

depressions usually contained salt

t r"-ho, becatrse once t$e saline watcr

2.g Hfutery of Rcclamathn

S,u.nderban was settled hundreds o{

years back. l-arge tanks, rnasonry build-

ings and structure and high embankments

in various place-s are cited as indicattons

of a former prosperity. A remnant of an

old, templs fotrnd in Mathurapur named

'Jatar-Deu!' was refened gven in the

h'sto$of early s:xteenth t"htury (Mitra'

l9l4). Aftenarard, the history of settle'

ment was obscured by a rnissing link' The

regions was probably completely d-e-

rroprrlrt.d. lt is difficult to explain- the

rausal factors beh'nd such depopulation

because of controversies'

The contenrPorary humanized land-

scape dates back to late elghteenth ceo-

tury when the first effort to reclaim thc

forest was made in 1770 bY Claude

Russel. the Coltector-General' in thc

present distrtct of 24 Parganas (Parg:rter

1984).lHc granted leases against sonrc

preconditio'ns of l.nd" called patitabadi

t.lok". During the following forty yearq

tihe country was cleared almost down to

Sagar Island on the south' The ncxt cffort

,r'"1 *od. bY T'tman Henckell' Judge

and Mag'strate of .tessore in 1783

(Purs,ter, 1984). The lands that

H.""Uat leased out for reclamation and

cultivation wet€ called "Henckell'r
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Taluk," presently known as Hingalganj.
Thus Hingalganj and Sagar were two foci
and the intermediate lands were re-

cla'med subseqrrently. But the develop-
ment of the area had been extremely
slow for a virgin land like Sunderban.

The region criss-crossed by numerous

rivers, backwaters, creeks, and channels
has always been lacking in communica-
tion facilities, supply of sweet watel
which rendrered the prosperity of return
from agriculLural endeavours very poor.

Bes:des, tihe very high incidence of deaths

frorn attacks of wild animals and malari-
ous fever tended to slow down the re-
clamtition, cultivation and the settlement
growth. It has, however, been geared up
within thr: last one hundred years. Orre of
the major factors responsible for such a

change has been the corstruct:on of a
Iarge d,ra'nage syste.rn and h:sh embank-
ments sirrce l89l (Gaz.,e l9B9).

In the early stage. cultivation remained
one of secondary importance in Sundetr'

t an beearrse jungle clearing and cult'va-
tion were perfo,rrned by such a group of
people who had, already some involve-
ments in harnessing old settled lands
outside the region. They used to come
here during the sov/ing and harvest:ng
per:ods and settled only seasonally.

Quite a s'zeable bulk of small peasants,

share croppers and landless labourers im-
migrated into Sunderban from the drought
and famine prone plateau regons of
western Medinipore, Singbhum and
Santal Parsanas. Among them were a
large nurnrher of Santals, Mundas,
Oraons, Kurmts and Koras. They carn€

in different waves of migration and set-
tled down in different areas of Sunderban
(Gaz., @ 1989).

Embankments played a vital role in
determtning the location of settlements.
People tried to settle along emba,nkments

s7

for teeasons of reclamation, protection,
ma:ntenance and com.municati'on.

2.4 Specific Character of S€I€cted
Villages

The area under study began to be re-
claimed slnce the middle of the nine-
teenth century. These lands wefe a part
of the lot numbers 55 and 56 and were
leased out for reclarnation under the rules
of I 853.

Most of the settlernents sprang up along
river mrargins protected by embankments
and natural levees. The locations and
forrns of the settlernents changed depend-
ing upon the changes in river courses, aE

evidenced frorr the mouza maps. Due to
del:a-buildiRg proces-ces actinr upgn the
western and eastern extrem:ties of the
study area, continuous emergence of land
has been a very dtstingu'shed phenome-
non. Ccnstruction of successive embank-
rnents parallel to the Bidyadhari in
Kullerklroj and Maukhali-Ktmarkhali im-
plies a socthward sh'ft of the river, trans-
forminrr inter:or areas into marshes and.
caustng d'epopulation.

3. IT{ETTIODOIJOGY

The rnethodology o,f invest'gations and
analysis follow'ed. in this paper is not in
total aqreerrrent utith generally accepted
approach by lndian workers savlng a few
l'ke the Benaras group of geographeru
(Singh et all, 1975). However, the pre-
sent approach has some s:milarities with
those ad,opt"d bV regearchers in Germany
and the United Starcs lDahlmann
( 1 840), Hanseen ( 1 880), Jordan
(1977)1.

These authors establ'shed some ft-
levance of the distribution, dze and
shape of landed property units to the lay-
out or form of settlements. Vhile they
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deperrded primarily on the actual propcr-
t5r stnrctu,re and its spat'al distribution ar
investigated in fielrl, our emphasis in tlis
paper is mainly on the maximum infcr-
errce t:hat can be drawn on the basis of
minirnurn inforrrnation that have already
been mapped by some authorities or
other such as the Survey of India and tlre
D'rectorate of [-and Records'. Of parti*
cular methodological eignificance, is thc
cnonnous service the cadastral rrroruza

rrraps can render in analysis of settlernent
forms. The qhape and alignment of plotr
and the patterns there'n offer highly
effective cluee to the process by wh:ch
the land was reclaimed and the popula-
tion ananged itself spatialty. It is not our
objective to do away with f:el&work. al-
together; nor do we propoee to say that
the inferences derived from these maps
are infallible. But we have a double
purpose behind selecting such a rnethod-
ological approach. Firstly, it is extremely
difficult for individual researchers to give
a full scale coverage of all settlementt
along with the linkages between their
forms, funct:ons and his:orical process of
development for a considerably large re-
gion as Sunderban on the bas's of field
survey, The inferences drawn from
mapped data are likely to provide ug

with all possible var'ants of settlement
forms and minim:ze the necessity of field
work by appropr:ate sampling. Secondln

methods and r-ools in geography are suP-

posd to be different from those in other
social se:ences like history and sociotrogy'

The specific'ty of geogtaphical method,

which can also be considered its strength,

lies in its capacity to handle and analysc

spat'al data independent of chroniclee

and interviews. It is on tfiis strength that

a geographer Proceeds to unearth societal

norrns and beharrour. If he draws sup-

porting evidences from the field of h'story
.and sociolo {y ot from any other sets of
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information rclating to rocial or economis
;trupture, it shou'ld bc considered as a
welconrre addition to the power of his

m,ethod but not as its elcentials. In our
opini,on, geographic eoquiry into any
problernr is essentially a visual method,
as in v:sual antihropolory, whose efEcacy

lies in the depth and extent of subjective
knowledge derived from systematic

learning of the principles of geography.

Com:ng back to tfre select€d villages,

we are yet to come across any existing
paradigm except that of the longJo't land
mrrvey system found in Texas (Jordan,

1975, 1977't. We have also a close

parallel of the irregular rectangular sur-

vey of Central Texas mentioned by the

sarne author. The examinati,on of topo-
sheets, cadastral mouza maps and d:strict
and police stat:on maps of different time
points from l92l onward helPs us to

formulate a number of statements which
we believe, can serve as the building
blocks of some working h}'p'otheses re-
Ievant 'to lhe objectives stated earl'er.
We are presenting these building blockc
in the subsequent sections of this PaPer.

4. HISTORY AND FORII4.S : FI.JNG
TIONA,L REI.ATIONS

4.1 Linearity

Over the entire region linear forms of
cettlement predominate irv€r other fprmr
with the exception of a few in wh'ch
convergence of l'nearity from multiple
di.r,eetions have given r:se to ill-defined
clusters. The term form here refers to the
shape of an individual settlement. Ex'
amples of pure l'nearity are to be found
in the western Homrapolta fllage. Such

linear forms go with several site and situa-

tional aesociations. They are found along
embankments as !n the extreme northern
part of Paukhali; along natural leveee.
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ahlrough of linaited occur?encc as in
north-eastern Patikhali in small and dis.
connected stretches (stnoe most of the
natural levees had been reinforced, by
ernbankm,ents before the mouza w€r€ sur-
ved); and along closely spaced combi-
nations of levees, emtlankments and
channels as in southern Patikhali where a
very large settlernent is found. Ill-defined
non-linear clusters may be found wher-
ever roads or ernbankrnents have oon-
verged in individual nodal points

59

4.3 Stripr

The land settl'ement pattern ir do.
minated by rhips or elongated rle\relruc
plots though irreprular rectangles also oc-
cur over a sizeable area- The western
rrnro-thirds of the region covered by the
eelec:ed villages show a p,redominance of
stsr:ps roughly parallel to the river and
perpendicular to cross-dykes. In the
eastffn one third also the irregular r€-
ctangular plots seem to haye been mostly
derived from the sub-divislon of primarlly
elongated plots.

4,4 Uniformity

Gver the entire region there is a broad
rmifontdty in the spaeing of croos-dykea
asrcg in the langth of the strips. Th:s is
more cleartry wisible in the westetrn half of
the region.

4"5 Pnoeess Indicator:

The renationsh;p between land settte-
uaents and human settlemeErts together
witla ur:riformities in the spacing of croes-
dykes and trengt& of strips are indicative
of, sonce pnoceas{es of natural land build-
ing, neclarnation and habitation

4"5.1 Natural hocesE

Cross-dykes are not independent of the
alignrnent and spact,ng of water ooursea
drainrng throtrgh the islands. It means
that during the formative slages of the
islands t::.ere wers some kind of a re-
$.rlar'ty in the number and spacing of
eJoss-channers of definite size. L-ater on
during the reclamation of the land, cross-
dykes were raised along these crose-
channels leading to regular spacing be-
twee:r tlhem. Th's on tlre one hand has a
d:rect control over the lerrgtl of the
plots lyins between two cross-dykes.

T[re regional pattern of cettlemenb
a-gain is predominantly ?inea,r if we con-
sider in some detai! the layout of the
ch'ef governing facto,r which is channels
lined b-:t levees and embankrnents, the
Iast narned also serving as roads. The
term pat"l,ela here refers to the broad
direet:on along which strips and clusters
are al'gned.

It is to be noted that we have rnade a
sllght int':ntional departure in defin;ng
foian and iDat:ern from the co;r-
ve::.tio,i:.al deftnitions" . In de{ining
pattern we have tned to incorpo-
rate the drivrng force beh'nd locations of
settlement :n general. l-lere rfie driving
force is the tendency of the settlers to
cling to ernbaslkrnents for treasons of re-
clarnation, protoetion, m.alntena:rceand
cornrnunication.

4.2 [-and Settlernerils and Hunan Set-
tlemerrtr

There is a close relati,ons,hip betweerr
land settlemerrtc and humaa ret{ementr
in so far as the shape and the size of the
ploLs are concerned. The plot layouts are
indicative of the nature of clustering oi
dwellings. Small irregrrlar rectangular
plots are associated with d\rellings where-
as elongated plots are associated prc-
umably with cultirration
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4.5.2 Reclamation hocecs

Begween two cross-dykes plots were
cleared in strips eithel one after another
starting frorn a def'nite point and moving
in a definite direction or simultaneously
by groups of labourers starting the clearing
operadon from different points along a
cross'dyke and moving in the same direc-
tion which is perpendicular to the cross-
dyke.

A slightly modif'ed situation may alsn
hawe prevailed. AII cross-dykes were not
raised at the sam.e po;nt of time. Natural-
ly in the first stage, the intervening dir
tance between two cross-dykes were
greater if two groups of labouregs at-
'tempt to clear the intervening fogests
between two cross-dykes from oppos:1e
directions then the length of the plots
cleared by one gFoup becomes dependent
upon two factors. The first one is the
total length of space between two cross-
dykes and the sepond one is the capacity
of individual group to advance to a de'
firrite distance and to oome back to thc
starting point in the course of a day. We
have to remember here that coming back
to the starting p,osition much before sun-
down was essential for the clearers be-
cause of the fear of depredation by w'ld
.animal's. The process ult:mately Ied to
creation of strips of almost even length.
This length in this region roughly var:es
between 400-500 metres, which is also
the average distance a cultivator travels
today between home and work.

4.5.3 Habitatiunal Process

Once an embankment or a cross-dyke

is sel'ected as the first vector to start the
clearing operat'on, the labour force would
try to settle along the edge in a linear
fashi,,on because every one would, like to
locate lris dwelling at the minimum per'
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m'ssible distance from the furthest point
he has to travel to and from within tlrc
course of a day. They would not like to
settle in compact clusters because in that
case the travelling distances of indiv'duals
responsible for maintenance of fixed plols
rvould be highly unequal.

4.6 Reco,nstnrctirn

The pl,ot size is indicative of existing
dwelling placer, thoce oontemplated for
tlre imrrediate future and also placer
frorn which the dwellings have disap-
peared due to variiout changes. At a
given po:nt of tirne, plots may have been
gub-divided by sale or partive irrher:tance
for the purpose of habitation but the ac-
tual existence of the houses may not be
found on the survey map stnce houses are
yet to be built during the survey.

4.7 Sbiftg

Th€re are definite crvidences of con-
dderable shifts in the location of thc set-

tlements ar reconstructd through mapt
from the lrccationc arrd alignment of plotc.
For instance, frorn the size and the sur-
vey pattern of the land in Maukhali and
Kumarkhal!, it is clearly evident that
tihere were settlements in southern
Maukhali. Presence of quite a sizeable

number of clustered tiny squarish to rc-
ctangular plots, with tanks or roads be-
side an embankment parallel to the river
Bidyadhari but quite inland and further
south two parallel embankments along
wtth loosely marked plots are observed.
The obvious indications are that the area
was inhabited in the past but the set-
tlement shifted away to other placee

dt1r'ng the t:me of the survey. The em-
ergence of newlands or chars due to heawy
sed;:rnenliation and southward shift of the
Bidvadhari were the ostens:ble causes be-
hind this shift. The old settlement locuc
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became a part of a depress:on away from
the southward shifting river, making it
susceptible to floods and tidal ingression.
This in turn forced the people to shift
their dwellings from this once favourable
zone to other parts.

In the delta-building process, a s'gni-
ficant role is played by repeated sh'fting
of river courses and heavy sedimentation"
This has given ,r:se to emergence of land
in one plac.e and submergence in another.
Thus growth of settlernent in one place

and complete depopulat:on in another are

simultaneous phenomena in delta areas.

The ent:re area between Tambulclaha
Kiu! and Karati Nala has enormously d'e-

generated due to shifting of river courses'

huge silt deposiron and frequent tidal
ingresston. Almost the entire area has

been converted into a m,arshy land,
eovered r,r'ith mud. Thus the i'nhabitants
of the two mouzas of Tarnbuldaha and
Chunpuri are forced to leave their original
homeland and the area becomes de-
populated and deserted. Only the htgh
ern]:ankments break the rnonotony of
swarnps and raurldy land and rernain as

the sole traces of the past occupance of
the area. The need for problem oriented
applied research, as demanded by the
case of Tambuldaha and Chunpuri, thus
becomes a major sub-area of settlement
studies.

5. TOFOr{M4Y

Almost every v'llage name, official
or local, gives its history in a nutshell.
Here also, connotative s:gnificance of
place names is amply demonstrated by
the names of the villages under study.
Toponymy, therefore becomes a relevant
approach in studying these villages.

The v:llage na,rne Nagartala implies thc
carly existerrce of pro-urban cultu,re. We
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must bear in mind that placcs in Sun-
derban used to be convetrted into h.rg.
fairs during the hanresti,ng of paddy.
Zamindars and lotdars would flo,ck there
with their pdk, barka,ndazes, gornastas,

underlords, servants and even baiiis. To
this would be added paddy wholesalerrs

or beparies wlth their own sta# and the
culCvators and lab,ourers each one of
whorn lrail sorne business to transact
wit-hin a speciflc tlrne and around a

specific spo,t. This spot would then ac-

qu:re all the characteristics of a tem'
porary naqar or urban centre (Biswas,

1977). Irlagartala, therefore, was in all
prolrability a settlement with such attri-
butes during the early phase of its devel-
oprnent.

The narne Kullerkhoj not only has an
er:mological meaning but also carries a

nuance. The straighforward English trans-
lat:on would be 'search for the bank.' The
alternatrve is that the terrn lchoj has been
distorteel from khonch which really meanB

a sharp corneJ. TI:e location of the vil-
lage r:n :lre rnap along a sbarp bend of
the r'ver almost exactly fits in w:th its
name. Howeve*, kul in Bengali not only
means the shore or bank, but also used
to imply d:anding, assLrrance, protection
or end of a struggl;ng journey. This
nu.anc.e is probably assoc'atod with the
narne of this village to imply a sense of
asslrrarce resulting from a discovery of an
area which offered habitational oppor-
tun'ties and protection to the first settlerc
after thelr long strenuous search amtdst
the forest for an adwantageous residential
s.te by the river bank.

Patikhali is an obvious derivatiron from
pata mean:ng leaf and khal meaning
creek. But creeks and leaflitters were
so corunon in Sunde.rban in the early
phase of its reclamation that a village
codd not have chr:sterrcd rimply on thc
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baeis ,of ava;lability of abundant leaf-
littels along a creek. The term pati must
have had, therefore, a specific reference,
rnost presumably to golpata, a leaf which
was the most important raw material
used by the early settler for the purpose
of thatching the mud huts.
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the usually saline environment and had
to be collected from distant sou.roes and
stored for days together particularly dur-
ing the hot dry season. Kumars (potterr)
therefore, were an important functional
divlsion of labour. The name Kumarkhali
rnust have originated from a coneentra-
tion of earthenware p,otters in this village.

Sim-la,rly" Tambuldaiha and Moukhali
have names which refe3 respectively to
early attempts at production of tambul
(betel) and collection of honey (mou)
from the nests of honeybees infesting the
forests.

6. REMARKS

Sunderban was recla;med from a
wooden watery w.lderness. 'Ihe names of
rivers and creeks, islands and sandbanks,
villages and localities all refer to the
early state of its environment and struggle
for human enterprise. In the process of
its recla,mat:on, the physical detqrminants
got reflected not only in the geometr5r
of land settlement but also in the forms
of human settlements. Today, these
geometric forms can be seen on the maps
as extrernely important clues to 'the func-
tional hrstory of the development of set-
tlernents. Shifting of settlements followed
by depopulation in one place and
trernendous growlh in another charac-
terise the evolution of settlements in
Sundqban. In the reconstruction of such
a history, the exclusively geographic
method of visual analysis opens up a
great scope in helping other Social Sci-
ences with sinrilar objectives.

In the inltial days and even at present
superstillions were very common among
jungle dwellers. The early inhabitants of
Strnderban had a special place in their
naind for banbibi, the prevailing goddess
of the forest. The village narne Bibit
Abad has p'rrobably come to existance
from a small shrine erected at a place in
tlhe jungle in order to appeajse the detty
before cle-aring the jungles for dre pur-
pose of abad meanlng cultivation.

Unlike Patikhali and, B:bilAbad, the
name Chtmpuri has a much more narrow
and definitive genetic connotation. There
wege places in Sunderban which used to
produce lime (chun) from the charring,
(puri-pla.ce having a k'ln) of shells of
snails. It is almost certain that Chunpuri
used to produce shelllime.

In Chelilrati, the forest was probably
used for the purpose of fuelwood, pre-
sumably from gewan trees, the logs of
which were to be cut (kati) into chips
(cheli) in order to be of the proper size
and shape to be put into indigenous
tooking oveng

Pottery of earthenwares had a vety
irnportant place in the early economy of
Sunderban as potable water was scarce in
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